Mines Regulalion Fill.

Legislatibe Gouncil,
Wednesday, 28th Awgust, 1895,

Mines Regulation Bl : veport of Joint Counrmitice—
Medical Act Amngadment Bill: third reading—
Assisted Schools: messaye from the Leyisltative
Assembly—Fertiiisers aad Feeding Stuffs Bl :
committet—Railway and Theatre Refveshwent
FRooms Licensing Bill : committee— Duties ou
Deceased Persons® Estates Bill: second reading ;
adjourned debate— ddjournment.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton)
took the chair at 4.30 o’clock, p.w.

MINES REGULATION BILL.
REFORT OF JOINT COMMITTEE.

Toe PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
{ have to draw the attention of the Hon. Mr.
Stone to the fact that this ia the day for
bringing wp tho reporl of the Joint Committee
on the Mines Regulation Bill.

Tue Hown. F. M. STONE: As the Com-
mittee has fallen through, owing to the
Legislotive Assembly not having acceded o
our request, I thought it would Le better io
allow the matter to deop. I was prepared
therefore, to fall in with the motion which the
Houn. the Minister for Mines has given notice
of, for the cunsideration of the Bill in com-
wittee of the whole Honse.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): I move that the Honse do now
resolve itself into a committes of the whole, to
congider the Mines Regulation Bill.

Tur How.J. W. HACKET'Y: There scems
to be a slight difficulty ubont this matier.
The second reading of the Bill was passed
almost sub silentio, and hon. members have not
had an opportunity of addressing themselves
to the whole Bill, in consequence of the almost
unanimous desire to refer the matter for con-
sideration to Joint Commnittee. I should like
to ask you mow, Sir, at what stage a general
discussion of the whole Bill will be permis-
gible ?

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) :
I onderstand that the bon. member
raiges the question as to whether the notice
given by the Hon. the Minister should bave
been given after the hon. member hal brought
up a report from the Joint Committee,

Tae Hown. J. W. HACEETT: What I
should have fhought would bave been the
ordinary procedure, would have been for the
hon. member o report to the House, and then
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for the Hon. the Minister to say what course
he proposed to take. At present we have two
matters before the House, the report of the
Joint Cowmmittee, axd the mofion of the
Minister for Mines.

Tre PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir, G. Shenton):
I think there hus been some slight misunder-
standing in this matter. It would have been
more regular and more in accordance with the
procedore, if the Hon. the Minister had given
his notice after the Hon. Mr. Stone had re-
ported, [If any point of order is ruised, T
must rule that this notice of motion must
stand ¢ver until to-morrow.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : It scems to we from the fact of
the Assembly declining to meet us that the
whole watter fell through. There could not
be o weeting of the Committee. Therefore
there couid be no report, and, to save time, I
gave this notice of motion.

Tur Hon. J. W. HACKETT : The fact is
the House is not properly in possession of
what has been done by the hon. mem-
bers who were appointed to form the
commwitliee. The object of ingisting that the
gentleman who moves for the appointment of
a Select Committes shall, ipso facte, be a
wmewber of it, is that the Hounse is able to at
once pub itseif in communication with the
Comunttee. The hon. gentleman huas now
told us that he wishes the Committee to
lapse, and, on that report, the Honse can take
action.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
That is the view I take, and I think that the
notice of motion standing in the name of the
Hon. the Minister must stand over until to-
mMOrrow.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : 'We had a notice from the other
House which informed us that they would
not meet us, and I tabled this motion beeause
[ could see it was then impossible that the
Commiftee couid meat,

THE Hon. F. M. STONE: I fake it that, the
other House having declined to join with us,
the watter dropped. I was going to move
that the Biil be considered by n Comtittee of
the whole House, but, seeing that the Hon.
the Minister had given notice of a similar
resolution, I decided to sapport it,

Tae Hon. J. W. HACKETT: The hon.
member refers to the notice we had from the
other House declining to fall in with our sug-
gestion. On that I think the course would
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have heen for the hon. member to have mnoved
that the messnge be taken into consideration.
‘T'hat was not done, and now, until we get o
report, we can fake ne further steps. As to
the other point, I would like to ask yon, Sir,
whether it would be contrary to the rules of
the House for hon. members, at this stage of
the Bill, to discuss the principles of it as on a
second reading debate, hecaunse, in this instance,
only two hon. members have addressed them-
selves to the question.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenfon):
The proper time, of conrsn, to discuss the
principles of a Bill is on the second read-
ing, but it s open to hoa. members to
discuss the guestion when the motion is
made that the Honse do now resolve itself
into committee ; although, as I have said, the
mnin dehate should take place on the second
reading.

Tug Hon. J. W. HACKETT : 'fhen [ take
it that some latitude will be given to us on
the motion to go into committee,

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
I think 8o, under the circumstances, if the
House desires it.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittencom): I do not want to force this
nmatter on the House. I only gnve votice to
save time. After what has been said, [ move
that the consideration of this notice of motion
be postponed until to morrow.

Question put and passed.

Sonsiderastion of motion postponed.

MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD EEADING.
The Bill was read a third time, and passed.

ASSISTED SCHOOLS.
MESSAGE T'ROM THE LEOISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Witlenomm) : ¥ir, in accordance with notice,
I move the consideration of the following
message from the Legislative Assembly :—

“'the Legislative Assembly acqunints the
« Legis'ative Council that it has this day
“ agreed to the following resolutions:—

« (a.) That it is expedient that the Assisted
“ Schools should ne longer continue to form
“ part of the public educational systemn of the
“ Cnlony. ’

*“({b.) That the contrihution from public
“ funds towards the mnintenance of Assisted
“ Schools shall cepse on the 3lst December,
* 18Y5.

{COUNCIL.)
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“{c.) That a Joint Committee of both
* Houses of Parliament be appointed to con-
“ gider the terms and conditions on which it
* will be equitable to mmend the law to the
“ above cflect, having regard to the vested
“ interests which have been legally created.

“ The Legislative Aescmbly, in accordance
“ with resolution {¢.), hns appointed a Com-
“ mittec, consisting of seven members, with
“ powaer to call for persons and papers; to ait
“upon those days on which the House is
“ adjourned ; and to report upen the 29th
“ instant,

“The Legislative Assembly vequesta the
* Legiglative Council to appoint a shwilar
“ Uommittee to join with the Committee of
“ the Legislative Assemnbly for the purpose
* aforesaid.”

I feel very great pleasure in having the
opportunity of moving in this matter. I
think every onc will agreo that it is a watter
for congratulation and rejoicing throughout
the colony that some settlement has been
arrived at with regard to this vexed question
—u question which in the pust has had
the effect of vending apart the different por-
tions of the ecommunity, of making them
antagonistic tu one another,. and developing
feclings which are otherwise than good in a
colony hike ours. Having come to this settia-
ment, a fruitful source of political friction
has heen removed. We all know that some of
the recent elections have almost turned on this
question of the Assisted Schools, and that in
many cases feeling hns run so high ns notonly
to sever friendships, but has led people to do
acts and things which they will regret for
ever afterwards, Now, I am happy to say,
we nve in & position to end this strife, and if
the settlement serves no other purpose, it will
clear the atmosphere, so that pointa of
greater importance to the colony mny be con-
gidered by the electors, instead of this mntter
of the Assiasted Schools. The opportunity
comes to this Honse to show its sense of fair
play and fair denling to those people who have
been carrying on the Assisted Schoola in the
colony for so long. Hon. members, T wm sure,
will look on thew with no hostile feclings. 1t
munst be remembered that our law was of such
a nature that it cocouraged the establishment
of Assisted Schools. We invited their main-
tenance and development, and the consequence
is that we crcated vested interesis which it
would he highly unjust io overlook now.
These schonls have saved the colony n great
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deal of money, as will be found from the
Kstimutes in the future. 'Fhe buildings them-
selves involved consideruble expenditure, and
the teaching stafl is large, and we must not.
forget that we have benefited to a great
extent by the establishinent of these schools.
Although I am one of those whe believe that
all children who receive the bonefit of Govern-
went money shonld be tanght under one roof,
and by the smne teacher, { cannot shut my
eyes to the Fack that the quality of the cduca-
tion which has heen imparted to the yonng in
the Assisted Schinols has bheen of a very high
class, and it shows what reaults can Lo accom-
plished by Lhose whu work for the love
of the ‘hing, rather than for the
money. There is no doubt that, in
these Assisted Schools, the work has been a
Inbor of love, and L trust thut the Government
Schools in the [nture will be carricd on on the
same pringipies. It was inevilable, howaver,
that the end must come. All soris of maltera
have been pointing to this for some tiwe past.
Now that the time hag arrived for us to take
some slups, the Government propose to refer
the mat'er to a Joint Committec of both
Hoenses fo don that which is best and right in
the interesis of those who have done so much
to nésist in the eduention of the young for so
wmany years pust—interests which, ag [ have
already anid, have hecome vested ones. T will
not tuko up the time of the House farther, and
[ now wmove that the followiag resolution be
agreed to—* I'hat in nccordance with the
“roguest of the Legisintive Assembly, ns con-
“ tained in its Messnge No. 25, a Select Com-
“ mittee of scven members be appointed to
 consider tho terms and conditions on whichit
“ will be equitable to amend the luw rematiog to
. " the Assisted Fcliool System, with power—

“ 1. "T'o cail for persons nnd papers,

“ 2, To coufer with the similar committee
“chusen by the Legislative Assembly.

“ 3. o meet on days vn which the Conneil
“ dads nat git, and

“4. To report on Wednesdy, 1i th Septemher.
* Angd, further, that the first meeting of the
* gommittez be held in the committee yvoom of
“ the Legish.tive Assembly on Thursday, 20th
“ August, at noon.”

I'ne Hon. 1. K. CONGDON : I have much
pleasure in seconding this wolion,

Tre How. J, W. HACKETT : Assuming,
Sir, ng I do with somr confidence, that this
motion will obtain the geoeral assent, if not
the unanimous assent, of hon. members, I
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think it is obvious that the most judicions
course for us to pursue is to aay ne little as
possible ot this stage. [f there was a con-
tentious feeling uhout the resolution, or ak-out
the first part of it ab all events, it might be
necessary to debate it ab length ; but it ia one
of the peenliar advantages of the position to
which this question hns advanced, that I
believe there is a general feeling throughout
the country, and in both Houses, that the
time has come to put the Assisted Schools
system ab an end, and 1o put an end to ibin o
way that will not leave the emallest sense of
bitterness or estrangement behind. The great
danger in denling with this question i that
when we pasa the Act we shall not know even
then whether we hnve finished with it—
whether there will not still remain behind &
deep source of rankling hostility such as I am
serry to say rewmains in other parts of Aus-
tralis. Still, [ believe we are engaged to-day
in discussing u motion which, if earried out in
the spirit of the remarks of my hon. friend the
Minister, will relieve Western Australin of that
great and most serious feeling. I speak on
this matter in terma of geavity, for I have
lived in those colonies where the feeling ia aa
fresh und warm to-dey as it was when the
systeut wus nbolished, The ebject of appoint-
ing Lhe Joint Committee is to arrange terms.
I understand from the organ which represents
one of the religions bodies which avail
themselves of the Assisted Schools, that they
aro prepared to nssent to putting an end to
the systom, provided they are dealt fairly with
by the legistature. ‘lhe object of this Com-
mittee is to arrive nl such terms ss will leave
no sense of bitterness or jenlousy among ony
portion of the comnunity. That being eo, 1
think it advisable to say as little us possible
about the motion until the report of the Joint
Comumitteo ia before the House. 1 have great
pleasure in supporting the motion, and I trust
when the report comes up it will be such that
all parties will feel they can accept with
honor, and that it will be the means of doing
samcthing to bind us all into one living and
huppy community.

Question put and passed.

A ballnt having bLeen taken, the following
memters were clected, in nddition te the
wover, to serve on the Committee :—The
Honorables D. K. Congdon, J. C. G. Foulkes,
H. McKernap, 8. H, Purker, and F. M. Stone.

The Honorables A. 1. Kidswon and F. T.
Crowder having an equal number of votes, the
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PaesioenT determined, by lot, ihat the Hom.
F. T. Crowder should Le & member of the
Committee.

Ordered—T hat the resolution be transmitted
by message to the Legislative Assem)iy.

FERTILISERS AND FEEDING STUFFS
BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clanse3—*Penalties forbrench of duty by the
geller,” to which the How. A. B. Kinson had
moved the following amendment :—To strike
out the whole of sub-clause 2, with a view of
inserting the following :—** 2, In nuy procecd-
“ ing for an offence under this section, it shall
“ be a defence to such proceeding that the
« geller of the article had, previously to hrenk-
“ ing bulk, and to the sale by him of any por-
“ tion of the shipment {of which the nriicles
« 5old formed portion), cansed three separate
“ apnd distinct snmples from separate packages
* of sach shipment to he taken, sealnd, and
“ fastened up, and the whele of such ship-
“ ..ent and samples to he murked by and in
“ the presence of a justice of the peace or o
“ police constable, and caused such samples to
“he nnalysed by the Agricultural Aunalyst
** {hereinafter referred to) : Provided that the
“ certificate of the analyst (which shall he
« produced and be evidence at the hearing)
* glearly shows that the samples analysed are
“ gimilar in all respects to the aribicle pur-
“ ported to be sold; but snbject, as aforesaid,
“ it ghall be no defence to any proceeding
“ under this section to allege that the buyer
* having bought only for analysis was not
* prejudiced by the sale, or that the nrticle
" gold, though deficient in one or more con-
* gtitnents, wns not defective in other con-
“ stituents.”

Tue Hon. €. A. PIESSE: On reconsidering
this matter, I find that I shall have to oppose
the ameudment. The articles mentioned in
the Bill are those which can be tampered with
more than any others, and, under these cir-
eumstances, I think it better to allow the Bill
to pass as it atands. '

Tae Hox. D. K. CONGDON: [ intend to
vota for the sinendment, because I think the
protection given by the Hill to the seller is
insufficient,

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. . H.
Wittenoom) : 1 hope hon. members will allow
this Bill to pass na it stands. As I said yes-
terday, it has received the most careful atten-
tion, not only at the hands of the Attorney-
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General and the Government, hut it s the
outcome of the deliberntions of the Agricul-
tural Burean, which is a body compnsed of
gentlemen having experience on this subject.
This Bill is u copy, o some extent, of the
Epglish Act, #nnd I do not thivk that in Eng-
land they would allow the seller to go wholly
unprotected. I think ¢uite as much protec-
tion is given to the seller ns is necessary to
enable the buyer to get the nrticle he thinke
he is getting, If this legislation ia good
enough for Great Britain, it should e good
enough here, besides which, if the sellers of
these artictes are like the sellers of other
articles, they will be well ahle to protect them-
selves. )
't Hon, A. B. KIDSON: Notwithstanding
that this Bill is the outcome of the delibera-
tions of the Agricultural Hurean I shall press
the amendment.  We must remember that
those who constitute this Hurcan are possibly
those most interested in farming, and they
will, therefore, take good care to look after
themselves. 'T'he Minister for Mines tells us
that this Bill is taken from the English Act,
but he does not say how far it is tauken from
it, and before we can take that statement as
being absolutety correet, wo should enquire
into the matter. 1 can hardly helieve that in
Frgland they could have passed snch an  Aet.
In my opinion this is & had Hill, and it has
for its object the protection of onc cless anly.
If buyers of fertilsers arc to be protected,
buyers of other articles should Le proiected.
{ have heard of sand being put into sugar,
and horse beans sold as coffee, an ! the buyera
of these articles require just as much pro-
tection as the buyers of fertlilisers. There is
pothing in the amwendment that will take
away trom the protection of the farmer; the
only thing is that it will protect the honest
seller.

Tug Hon. C, E. DEMPSTER: I shall vote
for the Bill aa it stands, because T think the
purchaser should be protected. I have pur-
chased fertilisers, and I hove had the greatest
difficulty in fioding out whether they were
guod, or not. Those who purchase these
articles should atleast have the satisfuction
of knowing that their woney is not wasted.
Farmers, ns a rule, are unsuspicious and
casily imposed upon, and shonld be protected.

Tus Hon. J. C. FOULKES: I intend to
oppose this amendment, on the ground that I
think the purchaser is more in need of pro-
tection thau the seller. The seller, as a rule,
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is A Luginess man, and can easily tuke steps to
find out what he is buying. If he ouly takes

a certain amount of care, he will not bring.

himself within the clutches of the law. The
Yon. Mr. Kidson represents Fremanile, and
his constituents uve principally importers, and
it is only natural that they should want to
make importalion as convenient and easy as
possible.

Tue Hon. E. McLARIY: I think there is
quite as much protection in this Bill to the
seller as to the huyer, and [ shall, therefors,
support it as it stands.

Tue How. 8. J. HAYNES: [ shall support
the amendment of th Hon. Mr. Kideon,
hecause sellers have to be protected gnite as
much as the buyers. I believe this Bill has
been drafted with the best of motives, but I
think it will be mest worthless and unwork.
nble whenit is passed,

I'e MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. R.
Wittenoom) : "the Hon. Mr. Kidson has ve-
ferred to sandy sugar, but that and other like
articles nre altogether on o different footing
to fertilisers, 'With sungar the aduiteration
could at once be detected, but with fertilisers
it might be ome «r two years before it is
discovered that they were worthless.

Tue Hon. H. McCKERNAN : In my opinion
the minerdment is abgolutely essential to the
Bill, and is necessary in the interests of the
buyer, as well as the seller. A merchant
might purchnse outside the colony fertilisers,
which, nfter keeping, wmight deteriorate, and
then he would be liable to a prosecution, not-
withstanding that he had had an analysis
made when he received the bulk shipment.

Question—That the sub-clouse proposed to
be struck out stand part of the Bill—put.

''he Committee divided with the [ollowing
result :—

Ayes .. 10

Noes ... B
Majority for ... . B
AYEs, Noss. '

Hon. W. Alexander
Hon. (i, E. Dempster
Hon. J, C. {i. Foulkes
Hon. J. W. Hackebb
Hon. k. MeLarty I
Hon, C. A. Piesse
Houn. J. E. Richardson
Hon. E. Robinson
Hon. H, J. Saunders
Hon. E. H. Wittenoom |
(Tefler). ;
Amendment negatived.

Hon. . K, Congdon
Hon. F. T. Crowder
Hon. H. McKernan
Hen. F. M, Stone
Hon, A. B. Kidson
(Telter).
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Clause agreed to.
The remumning cluuses were agreed to, the
Bill reported, and the report adopted.

RAILWAY AND THEATRE HEFRESHMENT
ROOMS LICENSING BILL.
LN COMMITTEE.

Clause 11, “Railway Refreshment Rooms,”
to which the Hon. F. T. Crowder had moved
the following aw.endment, “That the words
‘a reasonable time before and after the arrival
or,’ in the fifth line of snb-clause 2, be struck
out, and that tho words  half-an-hour of the
arriva! of and half-an-hour after the' be in-
serted in lieu thereof,

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon: E.
H. Wittencom) : When [ asked that progress
wight be reported I had no desire to rise in
opposition to the Hon. Mr. Crowder, but, from
enquiries I have made, Uhelieve it will be most
advantageous to the public end to the holders
of theae licenses, to allow the Bill to pass ns it
stands, On Government Railways the control
will be in the hands of the Commissioner, and
on private railways the control will be with
the Colonial T'reasurer, nnd they will see that
the Act is properly carried out. If we limit
the opening to half an hour before, nnd half
an hour after the arrival of traips, we may
cause eongiderable inconvenience. A$ a place
like Beverley the amendment wight work
well, but it is the ountside places that we have
to provide for ns well, and at these there
wmight be great inconvenicnce if passengars
could not get some refreshment until half-an-
hour befora the train arrives. People might
come in early after a long journey from the
country and might need some refreshment,
and it would be very hard on them if they
could not get it because it wae not half-an-hour
before the train arrived.

Tue Hon. F. T. CROWDER: The word
“ rearonable ” nsed in this Bill is, to my mind,
«nly another fertiliser for the lawyers’ pockets.
[ maintain that where there are vested in-
terests, and where some parties pay .£40 a year,
the Government shonld not allow others to
come in and clush with their interests for £5
n year. Tn all the time tablea throughout the
Colony the maximum time of stopping for re-
freshment is half-an-hour. It is obvions,
therefore, that if we allow those refreshmont
rooms to e open for hali-an-hour before the
train arrives, we are meeting the convenience
of the travelling public, and are at the same
time acting libarally to those who hold the
licenses.
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Tue Hown. A, B. KIDSON: I think there
is something in the amendment, hecause 1
cannot see that the second portion of this Biil
is incorporated with the Wines, Beer and
Spirits' Sale Act, nnd therefore the insertion
of the words * reasonable time” leaves it to
the discretion of the General Mannger of a
private railway, or to the Commissioner in the
case of u Government railway, to say what
the reasonable time shall be. Suppusing a
puerson does pot kezp open tor only n reason-
able time, there iz no penalty.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom): We could take the license awny.

Tue Hon. E, McLARTY: I intend to
aupport the amendment, beeause 1 think it
dangeroua to allow the Clause to atand as it is.
The Minister, in introducing the Bill, said its
object was to accommodate travellers by
truin, but it is obvious that these travellera

" do not require the rooms open even for half
an-hour before the arrival of a train. 1 think
the amendment goes oo far, because it would
be sullicient if the bars of these refveshwnent
rooms were open during the time at which the
trnin was at the station only, and no longer,

Tue Hon. H. McCKERNAN : We have heard
s good deal abont thiz Bill, but we must
remember that most of the arguments have
been brought forwurd by members who are
themselves interested in the natter.

Tre CHAIRMAN (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
'The hon. member wust not impute motives,

[COUNCIL.]

Tue Hon. H. McKERNAN: T am not doing

80; but we must judge of the ohjects members
have in view in endenvoring to fix a time. [
am not willing to impose any restriction in
regard to the sale of liquor, cither before or
after the deparlure of any train. As I

happen to belong to o temperance body, nnd :

if my medical adviser recomnended for the
good of wy health that I should have sowe
stimulunt, [ shonld toke it with me, and shonld
not purchuse it by the wayside. I believa if
these people were allowed to sell ut all hours
it would be the means of reducing the sale
of intoxicating liquors. Of course, my hon.
fviend, Mr, Crowder, would cooner see more
ginger beer or lemonode sold, Lut we are here
to legislate for the country, and not te placs
restrictions on the travelling public.

‘I'ue How. C, A. PLESSE : it will be neces-
aary €0 have these refreshment rooms where
thexe are no public honses, nnd I think, under
these circumstances, it would be as well to
ullow the Bill to pass as it stands.
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Trwe Hown. C. E. DEMUSTER: Lam in favor
of the nmendment, hecuuse if we do not have

.some restriction, wa shall havea lurge umount

of grog selling carried on, which will be un-
fnir to the holders of publicans’ genernl
licenses, I do netsec the necessity for keep-
ing spirits nt these places at all, but, if it must
be, 1 think the period of selling should bo
limited to the time during which a train is at
the station.

‘Yug How. F. T. CROWDER: 1 cannot
undergtand why the Government shonld nub
adopt the princple they are carvying out
to-dny. The licenses already granted, limit
the time to half ro hour befure, and half an
hour after the arrival and doparture of
trains.

THe Mivierer For Mines (Hon, . H
Wittenoom} : Whereis that : is it statutory ¥

Tue Hon. F. V. CROWDER: Thut 15 the
condition which ia mdde at Beveriey, aud,
therefore, it may be taken that what I
am now propasing is whnt the Goverament
copsider » rearonable time.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.E. H.
Wittenoom): [ guite agree thut these re.
freshmeut rooms should not he allowed to
enter into competition with licensed houses,
but it may be taken that where there arve
puldicuns general licenses issued, no £5
licenses would he granted at railwny refresh-
ment vomws. I assare hon. members that
there is no desire on the part of the Govern-
ment to allow these refreshment voums to he
kept open longer than is absolutely necessary.
With regard to whal the hon. Mr. Kidson hus
said alout the second part of this Bill not
being incorporated with the Wines, Beer, and
Spirita Sale Act, I may say that itis intended
to place these refreshment rooms under the
control of the Commissioner of Railways, where
Government lines are concerned, and under
the Trensurer on private lines, and the last
part of Suetion 37 of the Principal Act is re-
pealed to enable this to be done. Clanse 12
of this Bill provides that the Commissioner,
or the Geuneral Manag.r of a private line, may
manke regulations for the propet control of
these refreshment roows, and thus they will
Le able to tnke steps to se: that they are
properly conducted and earried on. . ven
now, according to the hon. Mr. Crowder'a own
siatement, the tiwe has been limited to half
nn hour, and we may tuke it that that, in all
probability, will be considered 5 rensonable
time in the future.
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Tue Hoxn. K. CROWDER: The Minister
for Mines lays it down that it is not to be
supposud that the Government will allow
licensey Lo be issued for £5 where there are
other hotels. In Beverley there are three
hotels and the Government lave issued a
license at the railway Station without pay-
went of any fee.  What £ object to is to leave
it to the Commissioner or to any one vlse to
suy whatb o reasonable Limae is.

Tue Hon. J. C. FOULKES : Tthink we ghall
nasist the Comwmissioper by defining what n
reasonuble time is. IF we say it is half an

~ hour before, and half an hour afler the arrival
of a train, we shall make the work of the
Cummissioner easier, I shatl, therefore, sup-
port the amendment.

Tue How. F. M. 8TONE: If we limit the
time, it wny in some cases be awkward,
heeause the train might stop for nn honr for
refreshments, and it would then be very incon-
venient for passengers if they found the rooms
closed half an hour after their arrival.

'‘Fue How. B. McLARTY : I cannot sec that
there would he any inconvenience, because the
umendment proposes that the rooma shall bhe
opened half an hour before and half an hour
after the arrival of the train, and, therefore,
they would, of course, be open during the
whole of the time the train wus at tho
station.

Question—That the words proposed to be
struck ont atund part of the clause—put.

I'he Coramittes divided, with the following
resule :—

Ayes ... .. 8
Noes ... .. 8
AYES. | Noks.
Hou. W. Alexander Hou. D). K. Cougdon
Hou. J. W, Huackett Hon. C. E. Dempster
Hou, 8. J. Haynes Hou. J. . Foulkes
Hon. C. A, Viesse "' Hon A. B. Kidson
Houn. J. E. Richardson Hoo. H. McKernan
Hou. H. J. Saunders Hon. E. McLatty
Hon. F. M. Stone Hon. E. ltobinson
Hon, B, K. Wittcuoom { Hon. F. T, Crowder
{Teller). {Teller).

There Leing an equulity of votes, the Cuair-
MAN ruve his casting vote with the Noes.

Questivn—"hat the words proposed to be
sbrugk out be struck out—put.

The Comwmitlee divided, with the following .

result :— :
Ayes .. .- - 7
Noes ... .. 9

Majority agninst . 2
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Aves, Noes,
Hou. D. K, Congden Hon. V. Alexander
Hon. C. B. Dempster Hon, J. W. Heckett
Haon, J. (& G. Foulkes Hon. 8. J. Hoynes
Hun. A. B, Kidson Hon. H. McKernan
Hon. E. McLarty Hou. C. A. Piesse
Hou. 8. Robinsun Hon. J. E. Bickardsoy
Hon. F. T. Crowder Hon, H. J. Saunders
{Teiler). | Hon. F. M. Stone
Hen. E, H. Wittencow
(Tetler).

Amendment negutived.

Cluse agreed to.

Tue Hoxn, J. C. FOULKES moved, “ ‘I'hat
“ progress be reported. and leave asked to sit
“ ugnin.”

Motion put and negatived.

The Chairman then lefi the chair for an
houe.

On reswming,

Clause 12 agreed to.

Schedules agreed to.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

DUTIES ON DECEASK} PERSONS ESTATES
BILL.
SECOND READING.—ADNOUKNED DEBATE.

Tug How. J. W, HACKFETT: The motion
beforc the House now is, I tuke it, that the
Bill be vead a second time this day six
months. [ rise to oppose that motion, and to
express the hope that, atter full consideration,
the House will decline to follow the hon. and
learncd member for the Northern Province,
and will pass thig Bill in the shape in which
it stands at present. I can hardly believe my
hon. friend is sincere in his oppusition, but no
doubt he cousiders it his duty to his con-
stitueats to take up this abtitnde. Thisis a
taxation Hili, and it has, no doubt, veen duly
considered in another place, and the guestion
involved in it iz whether this aid should be
granted to Her Majesty or not. 'laxation is
of many kinds. ‘T'here was an eminent
French financier, whe defined it in the
shortest and pithiest way when he said
it was a word which meant the plucking
of n fowl without letting it cry out.
The Government have to carry on the
business of the country. 7To emable them to
do so, they must receive aids in money, and
the question is, what form of impest will do
the most good to the country and the least
harin to the individual, and what wiil give
the Government the monetary assistance they
require at the least expense to the community
in general. The question before us ia not
altogether whether it is advisable to impose
this tax, hut whether it can be done withont
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at the present moment.  If it cunuot be done
without, we must pass it, or substitute some-
thing else in its place. There are many kinds
of taxantiom, but we know there is a general
feeling againstthe moredirect forms, although
they are the cheapest and the least expensive
to collect; and hence it is that the indirect
form through the Customs is so much resorted
to. ‘lThe opinion, however, of economists is
that the direct form of taxation is the better.
OF the taxation which has been from time to
time imposed, I think that which is levied on
estates which are inherited is one of the most
legitiwate, and one of the most justifiable
forma, and this for many reasous. My friend, the
Hon. Mr. Stone, hos somewhat emphbasised the
importance of this Bill by the course he has
taken, for he has adopted what I thinkis an
aliwost unknown procedure in  the history of
the colony since Responsilile Government waus
introduced, in reguard tv a Taxation Bill. The
question way be asked why we should levy a
tax on property inherited, rather than obtain
a revenune by meaus of other imposts. The
reason is clear, and there are two main
grounds on which this tax can Le baged. One
is, that the property which is toxed is that
which passes to persovs who have done nothing
to swass it, and who have not been in the
least concerned in aceminulating it.  [An How,
MEewmBEER: Question.] ,Of course if it con be
shown that the legutee has done something to
help in amunssing it, it may he o different
matter.

Tar Hox. F. M. SroNE :
children who asaist the father?

Tue How. J. W. HACKETT: In these en-
lightened days, so far as the children are con-
cerned, they take care to get their own share,
or they go away from their parents’ home.
Few fathers get the resulls of the efforts of
their children, and very few children would
stand the treatwent, if their fathers sought to
use them as o means fo amassing wealth for
himself. Inherited property is one of the
most legitimate objeets ot taxation. It passes
to those who have done nothing to acquire it.
Certainly that is Eo in the case where it

How about

pasees to a sbrapger, although, per-
haps, it may be different where it
passes to the children; Lmt that is

a realm of the discussion which I, in my pre-
sent state, cannot enter upon. This is one of
the great grounds that has led it to be recon-
ised that property of this kind is especially
puitable for taxuation. It passes frow those

[COUNCIL.)
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who acquire it to those to whom it is n gift,
and it can, therefore, be taxed without injur-
ing in the smallest degree those who receive
it. Under o Bill of this sort where only pro-
perty is taxed, we nre able to make sure that
the persons who ure taxed have the money to
pay the tax with. In this Bill no tax can be
imposed unless the property exceeds £1500 in
value,

Tue Howx. F. M. Srtone: Itisa mere pit-
tance, the income on it means nothing.

Tue Hon. J. W. HACKETT : My hon. friend
rejoices in patrician wenlth. Lo me to poasess
£1,600 seems like o dream, und if I die worth
that sum I do not say that my widow will be
satisfied, but I myself shall be perfectly con-
tent. This Bill means that the person who
has wealth is to be called upon to pay a por-
tion of it towards the government of the
country. As we stand at present, the
great bulk of the toxation falls upon the living,
while under this Bill it falis upon the dead, and
consequently upon those who are better uble to
pay it. Take tho case of the widow and five
children to which my friend, the Hon, Mr.
Stone, referred. I think she has a good deal
to console her with the five children, and the
wore &0 if she has left with them a suin of
£5,000. Soy the estzte was worth only £3,000.
Under this Bilt, if the property passed to «
stranger, one per cent., or £30, would have to be
paid on it, but passing to the widow and child-
ren only half that amount, or £15, would be
paid, At the present moment the head of a
family with five children would contribute
about £50 a year in taxation, and if we can
lighten the burdeu in this respect by passing
this Bill, I shall be anaious to learn what
grounds can be vrged against such a course.
In every advanced country this form of taxalion
is recognised, and it recommends itself as being
fair and equitable.

Tue Hon. F. M. SToNE: They want it for
revenue ; we do not.

Tur MivisTER FOE Mines (Hon, B. H.
Wittenoom) : Yes wedo,

Tse How. J. W, HACKE'l'': How can the
hon. wember say that we do not wani revenue
when we have a country which coversa million
square miles, and in which applinmces and
means of communication are required almest
in every district, and in which the Guvern-
ment is mere or less imperfectly administered

. owing to the want of funds.

The Hon. F.'T, Crowber : Why did they take

. off the £50,000%
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Tae How. J. W, HACEETT: That was to
reliove ihe taxation which pressed on a class
leaat able to bear it, and I rejoice to say- that
this Bitl is to substitute for that a tax on those
best able to afford it, and I ask the House to
consider, if o Bill of this kind is thrown out, in
whatlight will this House appear before the
country ? I usk hon. irembers t consider what
would ba the effect upon the country of an
action of this kind on the part of a House
whose main charaeteristic is that it represents
the property classes,

‘U'ne Hown. C. A, Piesse: I should liketo ask
you, Sir, whether it is competent for us to
amend this Bill in committee,

Tue PresimoenT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
This House has the right to suggest amend-
ments tothe Legislutive Assembly.

THE Hon. H. McEERNAN I feel sur-
prised to find that uwny hon. member, who
recognises that he owes any responsibility to
his constituents at ell, should eppose this Bill,
because it imposes no hardship upon anyone.
The Bill simply requires that before the estate
of uny deveased person passes to his relatives
and friends, it shall be subject to & certnin
legal procese. To argue that the wife and
fowily of a deceased person would Le placed
at u disadvantuge,and that their income would
e tuxed by this easure, is altegether Leside
the question.  T'he relatives cannot Le injured
in any way, because before the decense of the
owners of the property bequeathed to them,
they have no claim whatever on the estate.

Tue Hon, C. A Pi1essE: Thut is the question.

Tue Hon, H. McKERNAN : The object of
this Bill is to regulate, rather than to
wccumulate revenue, and to regulate the fixing
and distribution of the estates of deceased
yersons and will not work any hardship upon
mnnyone. 1 hope it will pass in the form in
which itis now before the House.

T'uE Hon. 8. J. Haynes : I do not think the
argutuents used by the Hon. Mr. Hackett, can
be controverted, and I quite agree with almost
all he said with regurd to the mode provided
fur raising taxation under this Biil; but I
think at present the measure is inopportune
Only recently we heard from the Prewnier that
the revenue had exceeded his greatest anticipa-
tions, and the ,Government has reduced tax-
ation to the extend of £50,000 through the
Customs. Therefore L do not think that a Bili
suach as this is, it being intended for raising
revepue, is wanted at present. IL is not a
guod rensou for adopting the measure, that jt
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is in vogue everywhere olse, We need not
follow in the steps of other countries if it does
notsuit us to de s0. The time will come soon
enough when a measure of this kind is wanted,
but in the fuce of an increasing revenue I van-
not support the weasure before the House.

TreHox. C. . DEMPSTER: I shall vote for
the resolution of the hon. Mr. Htone, because I
think the Bill is premature. Additional tax-
ation is not required ab present, nnd I can see
that this tax will bear heavily in many ways
on some oclasses. I think that a man, after
huving accumunlated wealth by industry and
economy, should have the right to lesve it to
those who have assisted him to accumulate it
withuut those people being linvkle to taxativn.

Tae Howr, E, McLARTY: I aw certuinly
not in faver of thizs Bill as it is premature
at the present time. It seems inconsistent
of the Government to reduce taxution
is obe direction, and then to bring i a
measure to raise revenne. At the same time I
do not feel justified in voting against it
nltogether, us the third schedule is its one
redeeming feature. Were it not for the con-
tents of that schedule, I would have no
hesitation in voting with the hon. Mr. Stone.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon K. 11.
Wittencom) : I would like to say u few words
with regard 1o the arguments used agninst
the Bill. It was introduced for the purpose
of “providing s means of ruising taxution
in the future in thie particular divection, und
of reducing taxation on the necessaries of life
for thoge who would benefit thereby. If the
Government had waited until the colony was
really hard up before they introdmced the
Bill, it would bave been of a very different
cbaracter. The hon. Mr. Stone made a pathe-
tic and absurd appeal to hon. membhers to
throw out the Bill. He guoted the terrible
case of how some poor widow with alarge
family, baving inherited £5,000, would lose so
much of her legacy by the operation of the
Bill. What business man ever iagined that
the duty on au estate cowes off the income?p
It comes off the principal. The only amount
that widow would lose would be the interest
on the amount that would be deducted.

Tue Hox. J. W. HackerT: And
wouid cmount to about £2 a year,

Tue MINISTER FOR MINLES (Hon, E. H.
Wittenoow) : The difierence of one or two per
cent that the Bill wili make in these eatates,
is very triflng, and I bardly think the hon.
memher was serious In what he said.  Beery

that
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£5,000, according to the schedule, would be
snbjock to a tax of 3 per cent,, equal to £150°
lovied cn a person who does not bolong to the
family of the testator, and only £75 on those
who do, Then the next argament of the hon.
gentloman was that the childeen whe help
their faltber $o ucenmulato the wealth which
is hequeathed to thewm, should not he Lnxed ;
but 1 think the general rule is that children
leave their purents as scon as possible, and
very often their purents have to help them.
Then the hon. member said thut £3,000 was
n meru pittance, while the Hon, Mr. Crowder
thinks that there were very few fortunes in
this colony that exeeeded that awount, and
that the Billi would, therefore, be inoperative
a8 there would be little or no duty to collect.
T'raly these wre magnificent arguments ngainst
this Bill which was brought in to touch those
people who cannot be reached in any other
way. The Hon. Mr. Crowder said the Govern.
ment had only introduced it in order to get at
somu poor fellow who was going to die soon.
Was there even such a silly argument used ?
The Hon, Mr. Pivsse alsc hag argued that the
tux would depreciate the vulue of un estate
of £2,250 ; but I would point out that
the tax on such am estate would only
amount to £3 18s., on the property be-
queathed to the testator's family, and £710s.
if it wore left to others outside the family,
And bo wenb on {0 yay further that the costs
of proving the wili would further reduce the
value of the estate. T argue that the will has
to be proved under any circamstances. The
Hon. 8. J. Haynes saye that the Bill is in-
opportune. Granting that it way be inoppor-
tune as far ua the revenue is goncerned, I think
that seeing its object is to obviate the neces-
sity for taxation in another direction, it should
be passed. The Hon. Mr. Dempster said the
Bill would harass small estates; but emall
estales will not be affected by its opurations at
all, I think the proposed rate of taxation is
fair for the present time. The revenue is
flourishing, and therefore it is not necessary
topub o heavy duty on. ‘I'he Bill hus been
curefully prepured after months of careful
thought, and it is oot giving it fair treatment
to attempt to throw it altogether afber it has
been passed Ly the representatives of the
people. 'There are four arguments in favour
of it. In the first place it will not affect the
man who wade the woney. Inthe second
piunce it enubles the Governwent to reduce
tuxativy in w direetivn that will be appreciated ;

{COUNCIL.)
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thirdly, it is iz vogue in mearly every other
country, und lastly, the tax will pot touch the
poor man. It hon. wembers throw it out they
will show that i hey ave always willing lo tax
those who cannet afford to pay taxes, and have
refused to tix those whe are in a better
position to contribute Lo the revenue. ‘'l'he
House is vot empowered by the Constitution
Act to alter a Money Bill, but hou. mewmbors
enn suggest swendments und that is the wore
preferable course to pursue.  As far us [ can
judge, by the tactics of those in opposition, it
is intendoed to force a division in o tbin House,
There nre only two thirds of the memburs
present, and to foree thu issue to a division
to-night will be taking on unfair advantage. 1
hope: some hou. member will myve the adjourn-
ment of the debute until next Wednesduy
weaek, or to some such time, when a full House
can bu secured before a division ig tuken ; for,
if the Bill is thrown out to-night, the House
will bring itselfinto weertain minount of con-
tempt, I bhuve done wy duty in re_ ard to the
measare, and if hon. members reject it thoy
wust take the respensibility upon themaclves.

The Hon. C. A. PYIESSE: I wish to make a
personal cxplanation in regard to what the
hon. the Minister for Mives has said. 1Ie has
misrepresented we. I did not express any
opposition to the principle of the Bill, but I
stuted that I considercd it was not liberal
enough.

Tue How. W, ALEXANDER: I move that
the debate bo adjourned until next Wednesday
week.

Tue Fow., J. C. FOULKES:
the motion.

The House divided with the following re.

1 second

sult:—
Ayes ... . 7
Noes ... . 8
Majority against 1
Ayes Noes
Hon, W, Alexander Hon. F. I, Crowser
Hon. J. €. Foulkes Hou. 5. J. Hoynes
Hou, J. W, Hackett Hon. H. McKervan
Hon. A. B. Kidson Hon. C. A, Picsse
Huon, B, McLarty Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hou, H, J. Saunders Hon, E. ebmson
Hou, L, H. Wittenoom Hon. F. b1, Stone
(Tddlr). | Hon. C. K. Dempster

( Teller).

Motion negatived.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Bir G. Shenton):
Betore toking a vote on the Bill, I think the
questicn is one on which 1 should exercise my
right of speech as President. I do so becanse
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I think this is a mwost important matter. In
reference to the Bill, 1 may state that when [
first joined the Goverrment, I alwnys advo-
cated o Bill of this kind, because I considered
it provided a just and right taxation on those
who were property holders, ‘this tuxation
does not in any way affect the po:rer classes,
but those who have wealth to lenve to their
relatives: and T think those people should
certainly contribute towarde the expenses of
the Stute. 1 wug rather surprised to hear the
Hon. Mr. Stone say that the duty under
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the Bill would have to be paid cut of -
the first year's income. Surely the -
hon. gentleman wns in  error, because

I have always heen advised that the
tax comes out of the principal, and not
out of the income. 'Therefore a tux of this
kind connot work harshly on the widow and
her family ne he stated. When the Bill was
introduced in another place, I thought the
minimur was too low, Fut as it is now fixed at
£1,500, and g9 n widow and ber family have
only to pny half of the tax, I do mnot
think the Bill will work any hardship.
The minimuw- will now ouly be £3 15s. in tax-
ution, and surely out of an estate of £2,500,
that is a very small amount to have to contri-
bute to the revenue. Large numbers of peo-
ple avo coming into the colony and are waking
fortunes in goldmining and in other ways.
Some dic und Jenve property hehind them, In
a great many cascs they have only distant re-
latives, and I think that out of their estate,
somcthing should be contributed tothe re-
venue of the colony. I think this Hous¢ has
serions respongibilities before it in regard to
this measure. 'This is the first Bill for direct
taxation that has been sent down, and I hope
it will not be thrown oul, bub that it will be
taken into commiftee and suggestions wade in
the direction of amending it, if that course is
deemed necessary. Iask hon. members not to
take the extreme step of throwing oub
the Bill vn the molion for the second reading.

Tue Hon, J. C. FOULKES: There is o
further argument in favor of the BiY, I
would ke hon. membera to remember that the
people who bequeath property would never

Probate Duties Bill, 720

The House divided on the motion that the
word * now” proposed te be struck out stand
pwmt of the question, with the Ffollowinyg
esult:—

Ayes ..,
Nois ...

-l =5

Majority for

AVES: Nogs,

ton. W, Alexauder Hou, T. T. Crowder
Hon. 3. C. GG Foulkes | Hon. C. E. Depspstr
Hon. 3. W, Huckett, Hon. 8. J. Haynes
Hon. A, B, Kidson Hov. J. L. Richardson
Hou. H. Mel{eroan Hon. K., KRobinson
Hon. .. McLavt: Hon. F. M, Stone
Hon. %, H., Parker (Teiler.)
Hoao, (', A. Piesse
Hon. H. J. Saunders
Hon. E, H. Wittenogm
(Teller.)
Question put und passed.
, Bill rend u second time.
ADJOURNMERT,

The Houae ut 9 o'elock p.m., adjourned until

* Thursday, 29th August, 1695, at 4-30 ¢’clock

have Lieen able to accumulate it had it not heen -

for the fact that the Goverarent had enhanced
its valne by spending woney in railways
and other pnblic works near it. I gherefore
think that, where people owe their wealth to
the lurge amount spent near their propertics,
they should make sowe retorn to the State.

-1l



